
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Ancient Fables in a Late Antique Guise – 
New Approaches to Avianus 
International workshop 
Date: 24.11.2023 – 25.11.2023 
Location: University of Graz 
Organisation: Ursula Gärtner, Christopher Poms 
 
Programme 
Friday 24.11.2023 
Institutsbibliothek Antike 
Arbeitsbereich Klassische Philologie (Universitätsplatz 3/II) 

13.30  Come together 
14.00  Welcome and introduction – Ursula Gärtner, Christopher Poms (Graz) 
 
14.15 Margot Neger (Cyprus):  

The role of human protagonists in Avianus’ fables  
15.00 Christopher Poms (Graz): 
 Risus, fatum, poena – Gods in Avianus’ fables 
 
15.45 Coffee break   



 

16.15 Hedwig Schmalzgruber (Graz): 
 Plants in the ancient fable 
17.00 Ursula Gärtner (Graz): 
 Of pots, vessels and horns. When things speak in Avianus’ fables 
17.45 Caterina Mordeglia (Trento) 
 Reading Avianus’ fables in the Middle Ages 
 
19.30 Conference Dinner 
 
Saturday 25.11.2023: 
Institutsbibliothek Antike 
Arbeitsbereich Klassische Philologie (Universitätsplatz 3/II) 
 
09.30 Giovanni Zago (Firenze): 
 Towards a new critical edition of Avianus’ Fables 
10.15 Vittorio Bottini (Toronto): 

Monkey Business and Wise Birds: metapoetic readings of Avianus 35 and 21 

 
11.00 Coffee break 
 
11.30 Adrian Mehner (Jena):  
 Summo labore – Avianus’ Processing of Pre-Texts exemplified by Av. 34 
12.15 Lukas Spielhofer (Graz/Oxford): 
 Vividness in Avianus 
 
13.00 Final discussion 
 
Contact information: 
Prof. Dr. Ursula Gärtner 
Universität Graz/University of Graz 
Institut für Antike/Institute of Classics 
Universitätsplatz 3/II, 8010 Graz 
Tel.: 0043/316/380-2430 
ursula.gaertner@uni-graz.at 

Christopher Poms, MA MA 
Universität Graz/University of Graz 
Institut für Antike/Institute of Classics 
Universitätsplatz 3/II, 8010 Graz 
Tel.: 0043/316/380-2659 
christopher.poms@uni-graz.at 
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